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The Story of Diamond 

Casting Brief 
 

 

This 3-5 minute film will celebrate Diamond’s 5th birthday. Diamond is the 

world’s leading diversity data system and we are making this for the Creative 

Diversity Network: https://creativediversitynetwork.com/  

 

The Creative Diversity Network amplifies the work that the UK Broadcast industry 

is doing around the diversity agenda, by capturing diversity and inclusion data 

to support the industry with honesty and openness to ensure that actions are 

undertaken for measurable progress. All the main UK broadcasters are members of 

the Creative Diversity Network as well as several prominent associations such as 

Pact, Bafta and Screenskills.   
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IDEA 

 

We will tell the story of Diamond through a 2-3 minute conversation with four 

participants who have been or are underrepresented in television and/or film over 

zoom talking about what the industry was like and what it is like now. Please see 

below for a sample of the sorts of conversations we will be having, but the 

conversation will be very much lead by what the contributors would like to say. 

We will ask you questions, but the final film will include your words. The film 

will start with a very basic line drawing animation of a mouth of one of the 

contributors and then slowly build towards a Wizard of Oz technicolour, modern, 

perhaps 3D animation by the end. Just for your information, where the section is 

highlighted in yellow we will also add more of an infomercial commercial break 

from the zoom conversation with our VO artist and a more traditional animation 

using some stats about how Diamond works and what it does. This will last between 

30 seconds to a minute, making the film between 3-5 minutes long.  
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CASTING BRIEF 

 

We are looking for individuals who work in the Television and/or Film industry 

behind the camera who are interested in being contributors for our zoom 

recording. 

 

You need to be chatty and have something to say about what the industry was like 

and how you got into the industry. You will also need a decent wifi connection 

and a smart phone. 

 

It’s an added bonus if you have anything positive to say about Diamond too of 

course! 

 

 

PAY 

 

We will be offering £150 buyout for your contribution. It will be a 2 hours 

recording. 
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TIMELINE: 

 

19th October    Casting suggestions by. 

23rd October (TBC)  Any equipment needed by contributors (eg mics) sent out. 

w/c 25th October (TBC) Zoom call shoot, equipment returned. We are expecting 

this to take 2 hours. 

 

 

IF YOU’RE INTERESTED AND AVAILABLE: 

 

Please send a short (30 seconds to 1 minute) clip introducing yourself and why 

you think you would make a good contributor to annabel@honeybeefilms.co.uk by 12th 

October at 5pm. Please include your availability w/c 25th October and any access 

requirements you may have.  
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“Can you see me?” 
 

An outline script for Diamond 5 year anniversary 

 

By Simon Startin 

Note this script is for illustrative purposes.  The final 

shape will be determined by a real conversation conducted over 

zoom with 4 participants. 

mailto:annabel@honeybeefilms.co.uk
mailto:david@honeybeefilms.co.uk
http://www.honeybeefilms.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/honeybee_films
https://www.facebook.com/Honeybee-Films-1640093002869742/?ref=ts&fref=ts
https://www.instagram.com/honeybeefilms/


 

Honeybee Films Ltd 

C/O Brown Mcleod Ltd 51 Clarkegrove Road Sheffield S10 2NH 

Reg. no. 08495192 . annabel@honeybeefilms.co.uk . david@honeybeefilms.co.uk 

 
www.honeybeefilms.co.uk   @honeybee_films    Honeybee Films     honeybeefilms  

 

6 

ANIMATION. The style is basic as it can get.  Just line drawing outline.  No colour 

initially. 

A PC is switched on. A mouse clicks an icon.  A zoom call appears on the screen.  No 

participants visible.  Just the grid. 

VOICE 1 

(A Line drawing of a mouth) 

Can you hear me? 

 

VOICE 2 

(some eyes) 

Yep.  Can you see me?  My camera’s been playing up. 

 

VOICE 3 

(nose and mouth) 

Loud and clear. 

 

VOICE 4 

(nose, mouth and nose) 

Thanks for asking us.  Its nice to be invited. 

 

VOICE 3 

(nose and mouth) 

Really nice. 

 

VOICE 1 

(nose, mouth and eyes, but in wide shot of the whole zoom grid, with the features of other 

participants in the other square) 
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Well, we need to hear from you. We need to get a handle on it. 

 

VOICE 2 

(a mouth, coloured in) 

Five years ago, we wouldn’t have been asked. 

 

VOICE 1 

(Close up: a simple face.  May be the style of ‘Bod’) 

Firstly, what was it like?  When you were growing up?  What was TV like? 

 

VOICE 2 

(a face, some wrinkles) 

Well I’m old.  I remember “Love Thy Neighbour”. 

 

WIDE SHOT on the grid.  They all laugh 

 

VOICE 3 

(a face, coloured in) 

Oh my god.  What was going on? 

 

THE ANIMATION BECOMES INCREASING ‘FILLED-IN’ AND SOPHISTICATED 

 

VOICE 4 

(in a wheelchair) 

I never saw a disabled person.  Not a real one.  We were on the outside. 
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VOICE 2 

(ethnic origin revealed) 

Perhaps we got a special programme.  A’ black’ programme.  Away from primetime. 

 

VOICE 3 

And that’s how we were viewed in the real world.  Othered on screen.  Othered in real life. 

 

VOICE 4 

Children’s television was better.  And it got better.  Risks were taken.  Or rather perceived 

risks. 

 

VOICE 2 

I would have loved to have worked in television. 

 

VOICE 1 

Well, that changing now. 

 

VOICE 4 

Thank god. 

 

VOICE 1 

Why do you think that was?  Was it purposeful? 

 

VOICE 2 

I am sure that happened, but mainly it just didn’t occur to people.  it was what it was. 
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VOICE 3 

But if you get the story to people.  You tell them what’s happening…. 

 

VOICE 4 

You show them the evidence…. 

 

VOICE 2 

People often change. 

 

VOICE 3 

The stories change. 

 

VOICE 2 

Life changes 

 

NO LONGER ANIMATION.  REAL IMAGES 

 

VOICE 1 

(revealed as a disabled black woman, who happens to run CDN) 

Well, that’s what Diamond is about.  Getting the evidence.  So people can change the story. 

(more info on DIAMOND here) 

 

VOICE 2 

(revealed as xxx) 

The changes in the last five years…to what’s on screen…. 
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VOICE 4 

(revealed as xxx) 

And off screen. I mean I do work in television.  We’re not there yet but… 

 

VOICE 1 

It’s a start. 

 

VOICE 2 

We’re less outside. 

 

VOICE 3 

(revealed as xxx) 

The world is changing fast, but this change gives me hope. 

 

VOICE 4 

We’re starting to be heard and seen. 

 

VOICE 2 

Happy birthday Diamond 

 

WIDE SHOT OF THE REAL ZOOM.  RESPLENDANT AND HAPPY. 

 

ALL 

Happy birthday! 
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V/O 

This year Diamond celebrates its fifth birthday.  Five years of gathering the evidence, 

changing the story. 

 

VOICE 1 

(CLOSE UP) 

Because people should be heard and people should be seen. 

 

(THE REAL IMAGE OF 1 IS DECORATED WITH A SMALL ANIMATED DETAIL) 
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WHO? 

Our creative team is small so we can hand over more of the budget to the animation 

team. 

 

PRODUCER: 

Annabel Bates 

Annabel’s focus has always been on inclusivity. She invests energy in nourishing talent both 

on and off-screen and works to build a connection with the audience through stories which 

explore what it is to be human. She is interested in shining a light on social injustices 

through character lead story arcs, particularly the ‘Coming of Age’ genre. Annabel got her 

start in production working alongside Charlotte Wontner at Hopscotch Films in 2010, and from 

there she then went on to work for the BBC and BFI. Annabel has since produced nearly 20 shorts 

and music videos, with several short and feature length films currently in development. Annabel 

trained at The Royal Central School of Speech and Drama (BA Acting). VFX Producer David Cordon, 

who co-owns Honeybee Films will be available for me to consult with in terms of the animation 

pipeline.  

 

WRITER/DIRECTOR: 

Simon Startin 

Simon has been a freelance disabled theatre maker for 28 years, as a performer, director, 

writer, dramaturg and producer. As a writer he is on his 19th professional commission, five of 

which were Time Out Critics Choice. He is an associate artist of London Bubble, Theatre Royal 

Stratford East and Graeae. As an actor he has appeared in 29 professional productions most 

recently at the National Theatre, Shakespeare’s Globe, Arcola and Birmingham Rep, as well as 
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TV roles on BBC, Channel 4 and Paramount. He has directed at the Young Vic, RSC and Ramps on 

the Moon, and his 2015 production of “Cinema” for Zendeh was awarded British Theatre Guide’s 

Best Small Scale touring production. He is currently worked with sociologist Dr Alison Wilde 

on an examination of the casting process from a social model of disability perspective, 

partnering with the National Theatre, Leeds Playhouse, Theatre Royal Stratford East and the 

New Wolsey. 

 

LEAD ANIMATOR: 

Benjamin Wild 

 

Ben is an art director, animator & filmmaker working with brands, people & ideas for the last 

5 years. He has worked on movies/shorts for some of the biggest brands in the world. This has 

translated to tv ads, story-driven films & music videos.  

 

Our work...  www.BenWildStudios.com 

   https://youtu.be/MAF-4T1JUPo 

    https://www.benwildstudios.com/#/newsround-chernobyl/ 

   https://www.benwildstudios.com/#/bradford-afc-kit-video 

https://www.benwildstudios.com/#/bbc-sport-x-ben-wild-studios/ 

 

This is a tiny snippet from a doc we are currently working on about a boxer who almost made it 

world class and then stopped to take care of his disabled brother. He then returned under his 

brothers motivation. It’s about their relationship and his struggle with day to day life.... 

  https://www.instagram.com/p/CMjnee3Fuqt/?utm_medium=copy_link 

 

We are also developing an animated children’s short with Honeybee Films Ltd. 
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HONEYBEE FILMS: 

 

Honeybee Films is an award-winning international, independent production company 

that creates, develops and produces features, short films, documentaries and music 

videos. 

 

Founded in 2013 by actress and producer Annabel Bates, and writer-director David 

Cordon, the London based duo are passionate storytellers who champion inclusivity 

and innovation. 

 

https://www.honeybeefilms.co.uk/ 
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THANK YOU. 
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